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*Providing climate services to the Central Region 
*Collaboration Activity Between: 
*State Climatologists 
*Doug Kluck (NOAA) 
*American Association of State Climatologists 
*Midwest and High Plains Regional Climate Centers 
*National Drought Mitigation Center/USDA 

 

*Next Regular Climate/Drought Outlook Webinar 
*Apr. 21, 2016 (1 PM CDT)  Pat Guinan 

*Access to  Future Climate Webinars and Information 
*http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/regional-

programs/regional-drought-webinars 
 

*http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/webinars.htm 
*http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/webinars.php 
*Open for questions at the end 
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*Current Conditions 
 
*Impacts 
*Ag 
*Hort 
*Fire 
*Water 

 

*Outlooks 
*El Niño to La Niña  
*Spring and Summer 

Agenda 

Tree comparison UNL campus ɀ Ken Dewey Facebook 



Review/Current Conditions 



February Temperature Recap 

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/ 

Warm across the 
US ɀ warmer in the 
western areas. 



February Precipitation Recap 

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/ 

Wettest in the 
eastern part of the 
region  
 
Moderate 
conditions north 
central 



90 day 
temperature and 

precipitation ranks 



Winter cloudiness ɀ 
temperature impact 
 
Winter temps ɀlows ranked 
higher than highs in 121 year 
rankings 
 
Part of the issue ɀ cloudiness 
Keeps warmer at and less 
warming in the day 
 
Sioux Falls only 10% clear days ɀ 
least in last 5 years 

Graphic courtesy NWS ɀ Sioux Falls 



http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/maps/current/ 

Most recent 30 and 
90-day                     

precipitation 

HPRCC ɀ Regional Climate Centers 

Drying has occurred late 
winter across much of the 
plains. 



Soil Moisture 

http://www.emc.ncep.noaa.gov/mmb/nldas/drought/ 

Soil Moisture Anomaly in millimeters 

Some dryness 
showing up in 
northern plains and 
spotty other areas. 
 
Still wetness 
showing in IA 
 
Will it delay 
planting? 


